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l6o THE MONIST. 

BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTES. 

Die Selektionstheorie ; Eine Untersuchung. Von August Weismann. Jena : 
Fischer, 1909. I colored plate. Pp. 69. 
Professor Weismann's sense of the significance of the theory of selection, 
as expressed in his contribution to the Darwin centennial memorial prepared 
by Cambridge University (Darwin and Modern Science) is the same as it 
has been throughout the fifty years of his labors in biological lines, and he 
himself says that he would never have thought that there could be anything 
to-day to add on the subject. It was not until he was engaged upon this 
tribute to Darwin, and even after it was sent to England, that he came to the 
conclusion that this theory could be established even more firmly than here- 
tofore, that not only can the reality of the selective processes in nature be 
made to seem in the highest degree probable, as he had hitherto thought, 
but that they could be actually demonstrated. In his preface Weismann goes 
on to say: "The logical justification was of course sufficiently sure. When 
once the hypotheses were granted everything else followed naturally as in a 
mathematical calculation. But the hypotheses could not always be established. 
It could not always be demonstrated that the first and smallest beginnings of 
the countless adaptations which were observed in organisms could be of ad- 
vantage to their possessor, of such advantage, that is to say, that it could be 
designated as "worthy of selection" ; advantages therefore upon the possession 
of which depended the life and death of their possessor, at any rate its sur- 
vival in its posterity. Not until I was thinking over what I had written for 
the Darwin memorial volume did it occur to me that there are cases in which 
the value for selection of the stages in the origin and descent of the natural 
processes of selection lies clearly before our eyes, cases which at the same 

time decide the question with regard to the reality of such processes To 

be sure probability was very strongly on the side of the selection theory even 
without a formal demonstration. But we know indeed how many considera- 
tions and doubts, yea how many of the most highly valued judgments in our 
own days have repeatedly passed selection by as a "nurse's tale." At any 
rate certainty is always preferable to even a high degree of probability." The 
present pamphlet presents Weismann's original essay unchanged, except that 
it includes the insertion of a few pages which have reference to the new 
particulars of which he speaks in the above quoted sentences. 



M. Theodule Ribot has published a hew book on the problems of affective 
psychology (ProbUmes de psychologie affective, Paris: Alcan, 1910; price, 
2 fr. 50). Some of the essays here collected have been published before, but 
have been completed by incorporating the results of the author's more recent 
labors. The first essay discusses the psychology of sentiments in general. The 
others treat of the emotional aspect of memory, antipathy, pleasure and illusion. 



Giinther Jacoby, lecturer of philosophy at the University of Greifswald, 
has written a treatise on pragmatism, (Der Pragmatismus, Leipsic, Durr, 1909) 
in which he speaks of the new movement very appreciatively. He supports 
the position of Prof. William James, and endorses his new conception of 
truth. He looks upon pragmatism as a movement which strikes out on new 
paths. 



